August 25, 2022
To:
SOFAR Biomass Working Group
From: Norma Santiago
RE: UPDATE ON POTENTIAL BIOMASS PROCESSING UNIT FOR CALDOR FIRE RECOVERY.
On August 12, 2022 Phil Saksa, Co-founder and Head Scientist, Blue Forest, convened a
meeting which included Jerry Keir, Executive Director, Great Basin Institute; Dan Smith, USFS;
Chuck Smith, Golden Seal Industries; Matt Sjoholm, Project Development Manager, Blue Forest
and me.
By way of background, Golden Seal Industries, manufactures biomass processing units which
utilize ultimate gasification technology that produces a myriad of byproducts e.g. biochar,
biofuels including now the conversion of the syngas produced to hydrogen, and medical grade
distilled water. The unit is mobile and can be transported by every means conceivable including
helicopter. Additionally, the units produce little to no emissions as they are in contain mobile
shipping containers. After a very robust and informative session the following next steps were
determined:
1.

Phil scheduled a follow up call with Jerry and Dan to discuss pathways to a potential pilot
project with GSI.

2.

A determination would be made if a potential GSI contract would include GSI's own
forestry operator vs. Great Basin Institute contracting a separate forestry operator

3.

Explore planning an on-site visit to view project areas and potential facility sites
hopefully this will be happening in September

4.

GSI to perform a characterization study to assess green and burned biomass feedstocks

5.

Forecast timeline for a potential pilot project (after everything above)

In my discussions with Chuck Smith, I was informed that discussions are ongoing and good
progress is being made. Chemical engineer(s) are meeting with GSI engineer(s) to further
discuss the technology. Upon completion of these technical meetings, an on-site visit will be
scheduled to determine potential facility sites. Hopefully this will be happening in September.
Given the amount of material that needs to processed (500 tons per day), a determination will be
made as the placement of the units throughout this vast landscape for ultimate processing
outcomes.
Respectfully submitted,
Norma Santiago

