August 3, 2022
The Honorable Michael Regan
Administrator
United States Environmental Protection Agency
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20004
The Honorable Randy Moore
Chief
United States Forest Service
1400 Independence Avenue S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20250
RE: Using the Renewable Fuels Standard to Reduce the Risk of Catastrophic Wildfire
Dear Administrator Regan and Chief Moore,
We are writing to ask that the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Office of Transportation
and Air Quality (EPA OTAQ) and the U.S. Forest Service (USFS) work together to implement
the Renewable Fuel Standard (RFS) — Clean Air Act section 211(o)(I)(v)— to allow certain
forest residuals from federal and tribal lands to qualify for RFS Renewable Identification
Numbers (RINs) by establishing practical definitions for “risk of wildfire,” “public
infrastructure,” and “immediate vicinity” in the interpretation and implementation of renewable
biomass category of the RFS, as amended by the Energy Independence and Security Act of 2007.
Specifically, we request that the regulation be broadened to align with the statutory language of
“immediate vicinity” rather than the more restrictive EPA OTAQ definition that uses “within
200 feet” “of buildings and other areas regularly occupied by people, or of public infrastructure,
at risk from wildfire.” In addition, we ask, that the definition of “areas at risk of wildfire” refer to
GIS fireshed maps provided by the USFS. We believe the EPA has the authority under current
law to make this regulatory change specific to biomass in the immediate vicinity buildings and
other areas regularly occupied by people and public infrastructure at risk from wildfire. The
statutory restriction on certain biomass from federal forestlands under clauses (ii) and (iv) of
section 211(o)(I) of the Clean Air Act does not preclude your agency from taking such action.
The implementation of these changes would create an economic incentive for biofuel, renewable
chemical, and biomaterial producers to contribute to wildfire risk reduction and needed forest
management on federal and tribal lands at risk from catastrophic fire while producing these high
value renewable products from waste woody biomass.
Western forests are facing a crisis of catastrophic proportion. For example, in California, the 8
largest wildfires in recorded history have all burned in the last 5 years, burning over 3.5 million
acres. Reducing risk will not only protect lives, property, and natural resources, it will provide
significant benefits to public health by reducing particulate emissions from wildfire smoke,

improving watershed health from post-fire erosion, and protecting wildlife habitat. The federal
and state governments have poured billions of dollars into hazardous fuels reduction, forest
management, and fire preparedness in recent years. Still, these efforts are barely making a dent in
reducing hazardous forest fuels and associated risk of wildfire. Importantly, the Forest Service
has a significant forest management backlog and millions of tons of excess waste-wood stacked
and piled throughout western forests — with nowhere for this excess to be taken.
Using RFS to promote more biomass fuel is an existing policy tool that can be used to reduce
wildfire risk, particularly to the extent that the EPA OTAQ expands eligibility for the use of
forest residuals from federal lands that are in the immediate vicinity of populated areas or
infrastructure. Such a move would incentivize industry investment in the creation of properly
managed forest buffer zones around these high-risk areas.
We understand that the USFS has held several working sessions with the EPA OTAQ —
coordinated by Alternative Fuels & Chemicals Coalition (AFCC) — to urge a usable
interpretation of the risk of wildfire and forest residues in the RFS and its implementation, and
we appreciate all the work both USFS and EPA OTAQ have done to date. While the EPA OTAQ
has engaged with the USFS, we understand there has been minimal meaningful regulatory action
from EPA OTAQ, prompting our concern, as fires burn across the West.
We believe numerous companies have developed commercially proven technologies to convert
waste biomass into aviation fuels, green hydrogen, renewable natural gas, renewable materials,
and biochar. Partnerships with these companies could save the USFS and the U.S. Department of
the Interior millions of federal dollars each year that would otherwise be required to subsidize
fuel treatments to either masticate or burn these forest residues. Making these changes in the RFS
will also establish the foundation for long-term utilization of the woody biomass feedstocks,
reducing the risk of wildfire.
Allowing federal forest residuals that are in the immediate vicinity of populated areas or
infrastructure eligible for RFS RINs will open the door for biofuels, renewable chemicals, and
biomaterials production from wildfire fuels, both protecting public lands, and incentivizing the
domestic production of renewable energy. Implementing the RFS in line with the broader
statutory language creates an economic incentive for private companies to dedicate resources
into forest management and fire rehabilitation, while producing higher value products from
waste biomass.
We appreciate your consideration and look forward to your swift action on the issue.
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