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Forest Management Task Force:
Project updates and future actions
Commentary

Jennifer Montgomery
Director, Governor’s Forest
Management Task Force

Recognizing that barriers to increased pace
and scale of forest management and the need
for reducing wildfire risk in California, in
2018 Governor Newsom directed the Forest
Management Task Force (FMTF) be refocused.
The task force’s mission is to coordinate actions
across government, while serving as a centralized
hub for activities to improve forest health and
wildfire resilience.
Previous FMTF efforts laid the groundwork
for forest health and watershed improvements
projects, alongside actions to provide benefits to
rural communities and residents.
The focus of the FMTF now is accelerating
these forest management projects by enhancing
and maintaining the work already accomplished
and planning for wildfire. Efforts are also
being made to increase workforce capacity
in local communities, including training a
new generation of forestry professionals and
specialists.
The FMTF strives to protect public health,
the environment and the economic benefits
that healthy forests provide to all Californians,
including private forest landowners. The FMTF
aims to increase forest treatments to manage
fuels to 1 Million acres per year.
This will be accomplished through
partnerships with federal, state and local
agencies, private landowners and nonprofit
organizations. At the same time, the FMFT
is working to expand in-state wood product
markets through innovation, assistance and
investment.
Advancing forest health, wildfire readiness
and statewide land management aligns with the
California Forest Carbon Plan (CFCP), which
places a priority on healthy, resilient forests that
can withstand and adapt to wildfire, drought and
a changing climate, as well as store carbon to
slow climate change.
With a focus on science-based forest
management, community protection and
sustainable economic development, it’s important
to recognize that we’re making progress. Covid19 has complicated our efforts, but working with
our partners, we’re having a significant impact
on the landscape.

Jennifer Montgomery, Forest Management Task Force
Director, joins California tribal members and CAL
FIRE on a Cultural Burn in Northern California. She’s
wearing an honorary fire chief ’s “White Helmet,” in
recognition of her role in helping improve conditions in
California’s forests.

2019 Successes

We’ve added to FMTF leadership. Lauren
Sanchez, Deputy Secretary for Climate Policy
and Intergovernmental Relations for the
California Environmental Protection agency
is the new CalEPA co-chair of the FMTF. She
brings a strong environmental perspective to the
task force.
Jessica Morse, Deputy Secretary for Forests
at the California Natural Resources Agency and
co-chair of the FMTF, focuses on working with
CAL FIRE, the Joint Institute for Wood Products
Innovation and the Board of Forestry.
Dar Mins of the California Air Resources
Board and Jamie Sammut of the Sierra
Nevada Conservancy are leading efforts on a
public “Smoke App,” a geographically tailored
computer application the public can download
to determine local causes of smoke, along with
information on what to do to minimize smoke
impacts.
An ARB spokesperson said in May the agency
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expects to begin internal testing in the next few
weeks, and hopes to roll it out for public use this
summer. The application is for mobile devices
only and will be available to download through
either the App Store (Apple) or Google Play
(Android).
Private partners focusing on biomass
utilization reported on three BioMAT success
stories. See a March 2020 report from Sierra
Institute on the role biomass plays in efforts
to improve forest health at: https://bit.
ly/2YWY5Tdf
The Office of the State Fire Marshal made
recommendations to allow for up to 18-story
mass timber structures in California.
Through the Mass Timber Building
Competition, the state has awarded a total of
$500,000 to four projects that demonstrate mass
timber’s potential as an emerging building
material.
Information about the competition is online at:
https://bit.ly/2ziecQq
CalTrans Senior Landscape Architect Lisa
Worthington advanced a map and work plan
that prioritizes state roadway treatments for safer
evacuations in the event of a wildfire.
FMTF co-chair Helge Eng, CAL FIRE Deputy
Director, reported that the 35 Emergency
Vegetation Projects identified in 2019 have been
completed.
The completed projects protect 90,000 acres
by directly treating 12,000 acres. The emergency
pace paid off as several fuel breaks helped
save Santa Barbara communities during the
November 2019 Cave Fire.
An interactive map of emergency projects is
online at: https://bit.ly/2LbDNx1
The Lawrence Livermore National Labs
identified improved forest management and
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FMTF
Goals
• Implement Executive
Order B-52-18 and
recommendations of
the California Forest
Carbon Plan.
• Strategically
coordinate the state’s
investments in forest
health.
• Expand and improve
forest management to
enhance forest health
and resiliency.
Skid Row Housing Trust in Los Angeles was one of four • Minimize regulatory
winners of the FMTF Mass Timber Design Competition.
barriers for prescribed
This highly visible 14-story building project will include
fire, forest health
150 studio apartments and serve disadvantaged
and fuels reduction
residents formerly experiencing homelessness.
projects.

enhanced biomass utilization as ways to capture • Expand the use of
prescribed fire across
and sequester carbon and reduce climate change
public and private
impacts. https://bit.ly/2xIfTWG
ownerships.
Find the full “Getting to Neutral” report here:
https://bit.ly/2Abr5fv
So, stick with us in 2020—there is a lot more to • Increase public
education and
come!
awareness of the
importance of forest
(Jennifer Montgomery lives in the WUI and was
health and resiliency
appointed in 2019 to lead the Forest Management
to achieve California’s
Task Force. Prior to her appointment, she served
long-term climate,
for 10 years as a Placer County supervisor.)
watershed, wildlife,
economic and public
health goals.
A private contractor
loads logs near
Foresthill CA. The
FMTF is now focused
on accelerating forest
management projects
to reduce wildfire risk
and build resilience in
forests throughout the
state. Efforts are also
being made to increase
workforce capacity in
local communities,
including training
a new generation of
forestry professionals
and specialists.

• Encourage capacity
building in forested
communities
to support
implementation
of projects and
initiatives.
• Provide incentives
for innovations in the
forest product and
building industries
to better use material
from forest health
and fuel reduction
projects.
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Pest Control
Resources
• Pests and diseases
are a natural
part of forest
ecosystems.
• Most native pests
or pathogens
occur at low
population or
infection levels,
but can become
epidemic.
• Infestations
by native bark
beetles in recent
years have killed
nearly 150 million
trees in the Sierra
Nevada.
• Exotic insects and
diseases also can
severely damage
forests.
• Watching
infestations and
diseases is a
must for private
forest landowners
because native
forests have few
defenses when a
new threat arrives.
For background
on managing forest
pests, see UCANR
Forest Stewardship
Series #16-Forest
Pests and Diseases,
online at: https://
bit.ly/3gfsD8S
For updates
on current pest
conditions, visit
the California
Forest Pest Council
at https://bit.
ly/3g1PPXY
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Public’s help needed to halt spread
of beautiful, but destructive pest
Strikingly beautiful with a striped yellow
abdomen and ruby red and black polka dot
wings, the spotted lanternfly's visual appeal
masks its destructive nature.
The state’s leading pest experts are calling for
Californian who live in forest, woodland and
agricultural areas to keep an eye out for this pest.
A native of China, the pests favorite host is
tree-of-heaven, a noxious plant that flourishes
along creeks and waterways.
"Spotted lantern fly is a major threat to the
timber industry, apples, grapes, stone fruits,
roses and landscape trees," said Surendra Dara,
University of California Cooperative Extension
entomology and biologicals advisor in San Luis
Obispo, Ventura and Santa Barbara counties.
"The agricultural industry and the public need
to be on the look out for this insect to prevent its
migration and establishment in California."
A concern for California, should infestation
occur, is the abundance of tree-of-heaven, that
has become established throughout the state and
is classified as a noxious weed. The plants, which
like riparian environments, is the SLF's favorite
host.
Tree-of-heaven does offer a potential control
strategy should SLF infest the state.
Landowners can remove 85 percent of tree-ofheaven specimens in a grove, including all the
female plants. The remaining 15 percent will be
irresistible to spotted lanternfly. The insects will
congregate in the trees, which may be treated
with systemic insecticides to kill the entire
population.
Spotted lanternflies were first introduced into
the United States in 2014 when their presence
was confirmed in Berks County, Penn. They
have since established populations in New Jersey,
Virginia, West Virginia, Delaware and Maryland.
Spotted lanternflies are little more than a
nuisance in their native range because they
evolved along with controlling factors – such as
predators and microbes – that achieved a natural
balance. But when they arrive in new territory,
the pest multiplies quickly and ravages trees,
crops and ornamental plants.
While quarantine, management and research
aim to control the pest where it has already taken
hold, Dara is amplifying warnings of the pests'
dire potential in California because of its ability
to clandestinely hitchhike across the country.
He held a webinar in May that attracted 130
participants from across California and the

An adult spotted lanternfly in Pennsylvania with its
wings spread. Source: Surendra Dara

West, created a video https://bit.ly/2WW8HPx
and has posted articles in his eJournal and the
Journal of Integrated Pest Management about
current distribution, pest detection efforts and
management strategies.
Inch-long adult spotted lanternflies have a
nearly three-inch wingspan. Like giant aphids,
the immature and mature stages of the pest suck
sap out of plants and trees, depleting nutrients
and reducing plant vigor, Dara said. While
feeding, they emit waste sugars that cover plant
leaves and invite fungi to grow black sooty mold,
a coating that inhibits the plants' photosynthesis.
In the eastern U.S., residents say spotted
lanternflies affect their quality of life and ability
to enjoy the outdoors. The pest covers trees,
swarms in the air and their honeydew can coat
decks and playground equipment.
Spotted lanternfly movement is aided by
females' ability to lay their nondescript egg
masses on smooth surfaces of natural and
human made objects, such as packages sent from
distribution centers, long-haul trucks, railroad
containers, recreational vehicles and automobiles.
Studies are underway to determine SLF egglaying preferences.
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Preventing Douglas-fir encroachment
protects oak woodlands and habitat
In Northern California, the biodiversity of oak
woodlands is being threatened by Douglas-fir
encroachment. Oaks shade the young conifers
while get established.
In time, the fast-growing Douglas-fir trees
pierce the oak canopies and begin to crowd out
native understories, which support a diversity of
birds, mammals and reptiles attracted to oaks.
As the Douglas-fir continue to grow and
multiply, they threaten the very lives of the oak
trees and the unique ecosystem they’ve come to
dominate.
To better understand the Douglas-fir
encroachment, Yana Valachovic, UCCE
forest advisor in Humboldt and Del Norte
counties, established 10 research sites to gather
information about the fate and the age of oaks in
her region.
In April she presented her findings during the
University of California Cooperative Extension’s
annual California Oak Health workshop for
landowners, oak enthusiasts, natural resource
managers, and foresters.
Along with research partners, Yalachovic
determined the ages of the oaks and firs at the
research sites and counted seedlings, saplings,
snags and understory vegetation.
"With this research, we were able to
demonstrate that even though the oak trees can

be smaller in diameter, they are much older than
the Douglas-fir trees," Valachovic said. "The
encroachment process is happening quickly, and
the oaks are falling out of the system."
The shift appears to have been initiated in the
mid-19th and early-20th centuries, coinciding
with the Gold Rush and wildfire suppression.
With the data confirming Douglas-fir
encroachment, Valachovic turned her attention
to oak woodland restoration. At 14 sites in
Humboldt and Trinity counties, her team studied
the effects of Douglas-fir removal.
"Grasses and forbs under the oaks
reestablished. Diameter growth on the oaks
increased," she said.

Putting research to work

These research findings have contributed
directly to changes in policy that had previously
limited landowners’ ability to remove and sell
conifers encroaching on oak woodland.
The research also helped create new funding
opportunities to support oak woodland
restoration and conservation in Northern
California.
Presentations from the oak woodland
workshop, which attracted 500 registrants, are
available online at https://bit.ly/2XKxy9i

Oak woodland
fast facts
• About 80 percent
of the state’s oak
woodlands are
privately held.
• There are about 20
native oak species
and more than 20
hybrid varieties.
• Some oaks grow
to 100 feet and
live for almost 300
years, but 500 yearold blue oaks have
been recorded.
• Elevated levels
of blue oak
mortality have
been seen in parts
of the state due to
drought, pests and
pathogens.
• About 300 wildlife
species native to
California use oak
woodlands for
food, cover and
reproduction.

More
information
UC Oaks is a
comprehensive,
frequently updated
website providing
science-based
information on
California’s oak
woodlands at

https://bit.
ly/2XU3pVf

Sources: UC Oaks,
Phytosphere Research,
USDA Forest Service

Oaks with conifer encroachment. Source: Yana Yalachovic, UCANR
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Fuels reduction: Taking action to protect private
forestland and clear powerline right-of-ways

View from LBS Ranch where SMUD’s powerline right of way crosses the property.

During the fall, El Dorado County’s Apple Hill buzzes with
harvest and families picking apples, sampling juices and buying
pastries to bring home from local farms. More than a million
visitors a year flock to the area tucked into a stretch of Sierra
Nevada foothill forests.
During spring and summer, however, land stewardship is
the theme for many forest owners in the surrounding area,
including Ben Sher, whose family has owned about 280 acres
there since 1987, much of it in forestland.
He’s in the process of thinning trees, reducing ladder fuels
and masticating native shrubs like manzanita that have become
invasive. His goal is to reduce wildfire risk and improve forest
resilience on his property.
He says the family’s land used to include pear orchards, with
trees producing fruit into the late 90s. Although new crops in
El Dorado County— winegrapes and novel apple varieties—
are making bigger economic contributions to the county’s
agricultural production, timber remains the top crop.
“The areas that were never farmed on our land include stands
of ponderosa pine, western red cedar and oak woodland—
mostly black oak,” Sher said during a tour and demonstration of
vegetation management techniques on his ranch.
“We encourage wildlife and no longer maintain old fencing
to allow wildlife to move freely,” he said. “We have lots of deer,
bear, and mountain lion, not to mention growing numbers of
resident Canada geese and wild turkeys, as well as variety of
ducks on our ponds.
Sher was joined during the demonstration event by local
landowners; utility and government agency representatives,
members of the El Dorado Fire Safe Council and El Dorado
National Forest staff, as well as members of the South Fork
American River Collaborative (SOFAR); and the media.
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Finding financial assistance

The event highlighted work conducted to clear part of a
Sacramento Municipal Utility District power line corridor
and to showcase the work Sher has accomplished through
a grant from the federal Natural Resources Conservation
Service Environmental Quality Improvement Program
(EQIP).
Owners of forested private land are eligible for EQIP
financial assistance for fire safety land management
improvements. Funds come from the 2018 Farm Bill or
Agricultural Improvement Act, which authorizes $867
billion for such uses.
“EQIP allows individuals to invest in equipment to
maintain their land or to contract out to professionals,”
Sher said. “It’s not a program that creates strategy and
coordinates area-wide projects. ”
He said a property of the size of LBS Ranch justifies
buying mastication machinery. Vegetation management
and maintaining fuel breaks is ongoing work that requires
the right equipment to stay on top of natural growth and
maintain fire-safe conditions after the initial work is done.
“If you have the ability to run equipment yourself,” said
Sher, who works with ranch foreman Jaime Suarez and his
son Nate on a variety of vegetation management activities.
“It’ll take quite a few years for us to do fuels reduction
everywhere on the ranch because of the topography. And
then, because things grow back, we’ll need to start over
again. “
In all cases, go for EQIP grants, he advises, “Pay yourself
and do the work yourself; or contract with others, pay them,
and get reimbursed for half the cost from the grant.
“My EQIP grant is not connected to the SOFAR
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collaborative project,” Sher says. “I happen to go to the
SOFAR meetings as a private landowner interested in what
they’re doing. They deal with landscape-wide projects. A
tiny private landowner project like mine wouldn’t really
come up on their radar screen, but I’m interested in how
land management strategies are put together.”

Getting bang for the buck

He says there’s more of a link with his project to the work
SMUD is doing to clear vegetation under power lines.
“I selected areas adjacent to their powerlines, which run
across my land, to gain additional bang for the buck in
terms of treated lands and fuels breaks,” he says. “I’m also
trying to build concentric fuel breaks leading up to my
house that provide areas where wildfire can be stopped
before reaching where we live.
While the utility doesn’t serve El Dorado County, the
company does works directly with property owners to
plan powerline work, which in some cases crosses private
property near homes, businesses, forests and vineyards.
“In many cases, property owners request removal of trees
and brush on their properties as wildfire danger has become
considerably more threatening in recent years,” said Chris
Capra, SMUD News Media Services
For example, in 2018 SMUD managed 100 acres of fuel
reduction on privately owned lands stretching from Camino
to Rescue. In 2019 the utility managed a 5-acre project on
privately owned land in El Dorado Hills to create shaded
fuel brakes for fire protection.
Calculating the cost of the work conducted under his
EQIP grant, Sher says, counting his own labor, machinery,
fuel and equipment repair, the grant paid him about $1,500
per acre to do the work himself.
This included two components: pruning up trees to
remove lower limbs and removing shrubs and dead trees,
followed by mastication. So far 11 acres have been treated.
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Sher recently received $16,500 for the completed work.
“Had I hired a contractor, EQIP would probably have quoted
the value of the work done at around $3,000 per acre, Sher said.
“I would’ve paid the contractor the full amount, and then sought
reimbursement from the grant for half of that so my net out of
pocket would’ve been $15k.”
Sher said there’s still funding in his grant for about 65 more
acres of vegetation management work, with a couple more years
to complete it under the EQIP grant. Steep foothill terrain will
require expensive handwork, he said, and when harvest and
visitor season begins mid-August, moving equipment around
and hauling slash is very difficult because of traffic.
Danny Marquis, NRCS District Conservationist for El Dorado
County, said he has noticed a significant increase in EQIP
applications since the 2018 Farm Bill broadened the definition of
timber producer.
“You don’t have to have a timber harvest plan, a timber
management plan or demonstrate agricultural income to
apply as a private, non-commercial timber operator . . . just
having forest species or the ability to produce forest products
and a qualified resource concern is all that’s needed,” Marquis
explained.

Generating program interest

“We can even assist small producers on as little as 1 acre with
qualified dead and dying trees that present a safety concern,” he
said. “The recent wildfires in California and problems with fire
insurance are generating a lot of interest in this program.”
LBS Ranch foreman Jaime Suarez said, “I’m glad to do this
work to protect the forest and make it safer for everyone,
especially my family. We live here on the ranch, me, my wife and
kids. This work matters to us.”
For more information about EQIP, contact a NRCS field
office in the county where you own land or have an agricultural
operation. Visit the office locator at https://bit.ly/2TlL7uh to
find the NRCS office for your county.

Photos clockwise: The right vegetation management equipment is
essential, said Camino forest landowner Ben Sher (center) during a
May project tour on his property; area cleared of ladder fuels; and Sher’s
new Takeuchi track loader with masticating head goes after overgrown
manzanita.
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Rethinking
forest
resilience
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Forest Resilience in the 21st Century

Fresh take on managing Sierra forests

1. Think outside the
box: seek innovative
actions that will
move toward
resiliency.
2. Think about the
future: Practice
ad-hoc scenario
planning by
evaluating every
project through
the lens of what
conditions could be
in 25-50 yrs.
3. Take actions
that are feasible to
implement: Ensure
adequate funds,
staff, resources, and
community support
to successfully
conduct selected
projects.
4. Keep options
open: Check that
a proposed action
augments future
opportunities.
5. Prioritize:
Among multiple
potential projects
determine which is
the most important
to complete.
6. Prepare for
change: Plan for
increases in the
amplitude and
frequency of
extreme weatherrelated events.
Source: USDA California
Climate Hub
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Crowded forest near Yuba Gap. Source: USFS

Forest health has never been a more urgent
concern in California. Experts at the USDA
Climate Hub, located at the University of
California, Davis, say in the past 100-plus years
significant changes have occurred in Sierra
Nevada forests that create a number of risks.
Multiple factors, including fire exclusion,
historic logging practices, and climate change,
have intersected to increase potential for highseverity wildfire.
To better understand the threats and how to
navigate them, Climate Hub researchers have
created a management road map, “The Climate
Change Primer for Forest Managers in the
Sierra Nevada.” The brief guide offers guidance
to Sierra forestland managers responding to
changes taking place on the landscape.

modeling suggests slightly increased overall
precipitation with a higher proportion coming as
rain versus snow, and possible patterns of multiyear droughts with occasional years of extreme
precipitation.
“We are in an era of extreme variability,
which compels us to try innovative tactics in
forest management guided by the best available
science,” said Steve Ostoja, Director of the USDA
California Climate Hub.
To do that he said the Climate Hub has formed
partnerships with research organizations and
is “learning from inventive approaches to
silviculture, fire management, and other resource
management activities that will accelerate our
ability to learn as we apply new management
ideas.”

Climate change impacts

Key themes in landscape management

The evidence is clear and compelling: climate
conditions in the Sierra Nevada have changed.
Temperatures and precipitation patterns will
continue to transform in the foreseeable future,
climate scientists say.
Projected climatic trends suggest large scale
changes to current forests will continue. Longer
summer periods of higher evapotranspiration,
coupled with extended periods of low soil
moisture will lead to a “Climatic Water Deficit”
(CWD). Anticipated increases in the CWD will
further stress trees and shrubs and ultimately
drive changes in forests through various forms of
disturbance.
Modeling scenarios suggest average annual
temperatures could increase by 3 to 9 degrees
F by the end of the century. Seasonal and
geographic variability may become more
pronounced.
Future precipitation is less certain, but

Some overarching management themes and
directions have emerged in the last few decades,
xxxx said. One of the most important changes
is the trend toward management at a landscape
scale, rather than managing stands.
The general consensus among scientists is that
we have ample information with which to move
forward with treatments to increase resilience in
Sierra Nevada ecosystems, he said.
What is less clear is how to garner support
from a diverse public to proceed with novel
tactics and strategies.
Creating partnerships with researchers
and stakeholders can be an effective way to
explore difficult challenges that carry inevitable
uncertainty and gain public support to new
management approaches.
Find “A Climate Change Primer
for Forest Managers in the Sierra Nevada,”
online at https://bit.ly/2yjwaSe
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Creating more resilient private forests
through active management practices
A lot has happened in California’s forests since
the devastating wildfires of 2017-18. In addition
to adopting sweeping legislation (Senate Bill 901)
in late 2018 to address conditions in California’s
forests, major steps to increase public safety
continue in the state’s wildfire-prone areas.
These efforts are part of a larger push to
improve forest resiliency statewide as dynamic
environmental changes are taking place.
Helping to implement SB 901 is Chris Anthony,
CAL FIRE Staff Chief of the newly created
Wildfire Resilience Program, mandated under
the adopted legislation.
The program provides assistance to
nonindustrial timberland owners to increase
wildfire resilience on privately owned forestland.
That is accomplished through education, public
outreach, technical support and project funding.
The goal is to help private landowners identify
sources of assistance, navigate the permitting
process and access funding.
“When we talk about building resilience in the
context of forestry, we’re talking about the ability
of forest ecosystems to withstand disruptions as
conditions are changing,” Anthony explained.
“That not only means recovering from larger
wildfires, but also helping forests adapt to rapidly
changing climate conditions now and in the
future.
“The healthier the stand, the better it’s able
to withstand these forces,” he said. “Many fuels
reduction programs have the ability to improve
resilience of forest ecosystems and we strongly
support them. But, there’s more we can do.”
With nearly three decades of forestry
experience, Anthony is well matched to his new
assignment. He holds a Bachelor of Science
degree in Forestry from the University of
California, Berkeley, and also studied resource
management at the University of British
Columbia.
During his career, he has worked in disciplines
ranging from forest management, fuels
reduction, urban forestry, firefighter training,
law enforcement, fire investigation, land-use
planning and fire suppression.
In 2015 he was appointed Deputy Task Force
Leader for the Governor’s Tree Mortality Task
Force. In that role, he helped lead an effort
by over 80 federal, state and local entities
responding to the massive tree die off in the
Sierra Nevada.
Chief Anthony said, “We know the work we all

SB 901
Highlights
Key points
for landowners

Chris Anthony, CAL FIRE Staff Chief of the Wildfire
Resilience Program. Photo: Jonah Paulhamus.

do every day to improve forest conditions-but
now we have the opportunity to shape what kind
of forests the next generation will inherit. It’s an
opportunity we have to take. And now there are
so many options, so much support from agencies
and organizations delivering resources needed to
help us do it.”
He said CAL FIRE will continue to operate
the L. A. Moran Reforestation Center and
support landowner education programs through
the California Forest Stewardship Program, a
collaborative project of CAL FIRE and USDA
Forest Service.
Find information about the Forest Stewardship
Program online at https://bit.ly/3dmGGHA
CAL FIRE Forestry Assistance Specialists
are always available to pre-consult on potential
projects and answer landowner questions. See
the directory of forestry specialists on Page 10.
To subscribe to CAL FIRE’s email updates
about cost-share funding opportunities and
grants go to https://bit.ly/36THcdR

• Provides $200
million a year
for five years for
forest health and
resilience.
• Streamlines rules
for prescribed fire,
thinning and fuel
reduction projects.
• Requires
state funded
conservation
easements be
maintained for
improved forest
health.
• Creates a new
Small Timberland
Owner Program
for landowners
with fewer than
100 acres, includes
a new timber
harvest plan
exemption.
• Expands
existing wildfire
prevention efforts
through a pilot
program allowing
temporary roads to
help treat and thin
forests.
• Clarifies
that multiple
landowners can
work together
to manage their
lands for wildfire
resiliency and
submit a single
work plan.
Full text of the
adopted legislation is
online at https://bit.
ly/2yK4k1T
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An enterprise-driven approach to wildfire resilience
by Deb Kollars
Senior Policy Advisor for CA Forward

Solving California’s wildfire crisis is
complicated and costly. But innovative
approaches to increasing the pace
and scale of forest health and wildfire
resilience improvements are under way
throughout the state.
Among those innovative approaches
is an “enterprise-driven” initiative being
tested in the North Bay counties of
Sonoma, Napa, Lake, and Mendocino.
The goal is to promote safer, healthier
landscapes by quantifying the benefits
that come through new economic
activities, partnerships and investments
to support large-scale wildfire resilience
work.
The effort is being advanced by a
collaborative nonprofit team, “Taking
Action for Living Systems (TALS), Inc.”
https://bit.ly/3eHQPik
TALS is coordinating with local
government and resource conservation
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districts, private and public landowners,
Fire Safe Councils, Sonoma Ecology
Center, and local foundations.
The effort is focused on advancing
climate adaptation and forest health
strategies to reduce wildfire risks and
losses, and improve ecosystem resilience.
The pilots are designed to test the
feasibility of an integrated enterprisedriven approach that can be applied
elsewhere in the state.

Financing Forest Benefits

The idea is to quantify financial
benefits and potential revenue streams
that can flow from healthy, resilient
forests and other fire-prone landscapes.
The benefits can include improved
public health and economic vitality;
carbon sequestration; biomass energy
generation; water supply and water
quality enhancement; and sustainable
commercial wood products.
Such revenue streams could help
sustain the costs of wildfire reduction

treatments in each Natural Enterprise
Complex.
“The goal is to identify what it will
take to make these living systems whole
and sustainable over time,” said Robert
Ewing, who is heading up the TALS team
and has provided consulting services
on wildfire resiliency issues to the
Sonoma County Office of Recovery and
Resiliency.
This work included preparation of a
guidance document and a later report
that formed the basis for the Natural
Enterprise Complex approach.
Alongside the enterprise-driven
strategies, the effort is exploring
effective institutional responses at
the state, regional and local levels,
and partnerships among landowners,
businesses, service organizations, and
public agencies.
This article, with a list of projects,
appears on the California Economic
Summit website at https://bit.
ly/3dvFuSx

California Department of Forestry & Fire
Protection (CAL FIRE)

California Association of Resource
Conservation Districts (RCDs)

CAL FIRE Forestry Assistance Specialists (FAS)
(Find the FAS for your county at https://www.fire.
ca.gov/grants/california-forest-improvementprogram/

Natural Resources Conservation Service
(NRCS)

Deputy Chief of Forestry Assistance Stewart
McMorrow, Stewart.McMorrow@fire.ca.gov

Guy Anderson/Topher Henderson (Fresno, Imperial, ...
Inyo, Kern, Kings, Los Angeles, Madera, Mariposa, .......
Merced, Mono, Monterey, Orange, Riverside, San ..........
Benito, San Bernardino, San Diego, San Joaquin, San ....
Luis Obispo, Santa Barbara, Tulare, Tuolumne, .............
Ventura) 559-243-4109
Scott Bullock (Santa Cruz) 831-335-6741
Brook Darley (Glenn, Shasta, Tehama, Trinity East)
530-224-2438
Dave Derby (Butte) 530-872-6334
Topher Henderson (Alameda, Contra Costa, San
Francisco, San Joaquin, Santa Clara, Stanislaus)
559-977-3560
Mary Bourriague (Alpine, Amador, Calaveras, El
Dorado, Nevada, Placer, Sacramento, Sierra, Sutter,
Tahoe Basin, Yuba) 916-718-6258
Dale Meese (Lassen, Modoc, Plumas, Siskiyou) 530
224-2480
Jonathan Pangburn (San Benito) 559-243-4109
Dawn Peterson (Colusa) 530-528-5199
Meghan Reeves (Lake, Marin, Napa, San Mateo,
Solano, Sonoma, Yolo) 707-888-7331
James Robbins (Del Norte, Humboldt, Mendocino,
Trinity West) 916-224-8761

916 457-7904; staff@carcd.org

State Forester; 530-792-5655

UC Cooperative Extension Forest Advisors

(Plumas, Sierra) 530-283-6125;
Mike Jones (Mendocino, Lake) 707-463-6344,
mjones@ucanr.eduu
Susie Kocher (El Dorado, Amador, Calaveras, 		
Tuolumne) 530-542-2571, sdkocher@ucanr.edu
Lenya Quinn-Davidson, Area Fire Advisor,
(Humboldt, Trinity, Siskiyou, Mendocino),
lquinndavidson@ucanr.edu
Rick Satomi (Shasta, Siskiyou, Trinity);
530.224.4900; rpsatomi@ucanr.edu
Bill Stewart, Statewide, 510-643-3130, billstewart@
berkeley.edu
Yana Valachovic (Humboldt, Del Norte)
707-445-7351; yvala@ucanr.edu
Kate Wilkin (Sutter, Yuba, Butte, Nevada) 530)-8227515, kwilkin@ucanr.edu

USDA Forest Service
Amanda McAdams, Forest Legacy and Stewardship
530-233-8700; amcadams@fs.fed.us
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Calendar
Editor’s Note: Due to the ongoing public
health emergency, many landowner education
opportunities are being offered through electronic
formats.

September 12, 13 & 26

California Forest Stewardship
Workshop
Location: UC Berkeley Forestry Camp,
Meadow Valley, Plumas County. Please note,
this workshop may move to an online format
depending on any COVID-19 restrictions.
Details: This workshop series helps landowners
develop plans to improve and protect their
forest lands in an ecologically and economically
sustainable manner.
Workshop Formats: Online and in-person
workshop: Participants will review forestry,
forest management and ecological materials
posted online at their own pace; complete
short activities related to the drafting of a forest
management plan; participate in weekly Zoom
meetings; and attend one field day.
Registered participants will be sent a syllabus
with material and date specifics. Participants
who complete their plans will be eligible for a
free visit by a Registered Professional Forester to
assess its content.
Register: Online at https://bit.ly/3dzhHkK.
Questions: Contact Kim Ingram at kcingram@
ucanr.edu

Ongoing

Sierra Nevada Conservancy grant
writing workshops
Details: Designed to help build the capacity
of organizations that serve the Sierra Nevada
Region. Workshops are now available as
an online webinar. Contact: To organize or
attend a workshop, contact your SNC Area
Representative, online at https://bit.ly/2Mpg3pB

Coming Soon!
Reforestation workshops are
being planned for wildfire and
tree mortality areas. Contact
Stewart McMorrow for details:
stewart.mcmorrow@fire.ca.gov
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Board of Forestry and Fire Protection
2019−2020

Meeting Schedule

The California Board of Forestry and Fire Protection’s mission
is “to lead California in developing policies and programs that
serve the public interest in environmentally, economically and
socially sustainable management of forest and rangelands, and a
fire protection system that protects and serves the people of the
state.” The public may participate in meetings to learn about the
background related to board decisions. Information about meeting
times and online access is at https://bit.ly/36wVSiK.
July
August
*September

14-15		
18-19		
22-24		

Teleconference
TBD
TBD

*September is designated as a potential travel meeting date. Travel is contingent on
federal, state and/or local public health guidance and Orders.
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Woodpeckers are post-fire restoration experts
Following a wildfire,
some might see dead trees.
Woodpeckers see possibilities.
The black-backed woodpecker
is one such bird—a burned forest
specialist—who readily chooses
fire-killed trees (snags) in which
to drill cavities for nesting and
roosting.
When the woodpecker moves
on, its cavity turns into valuable
habitat for other forest-dwelling
species.
Researchers from the U.S.
Forest Service Pacific Southwest
Research Station (PSW) studied
how these habitat contributions,
from black-backed and other
woodpeckers, aid the restoration
of recently burned forests. Their
findings were recently published
in the “Journal of Zoology.”
Researchers located 77 nests
of three woodpecker species
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(black-backed, white-headed,
and hairy) in snags resulting
from the 2007 Angora Fire near
Lake Tahoe.
More than 85 percent of
the nest cavities were used
by other animals within the
first year after excavation, and
researchers detected a wide
array of secondary cavity users,
including other birds and small
mammals.
The new inhabitants then
disperse seeds for germination,
keep insect populations in
check, and serve as food
sources for carnivores during
post-fire forest regeneration.
“Woodpeckers are important
ecological engineers, but
most previous research has
focused on their role in green,
unburned forests,” said Gina
Tarbill, a PSW research fellow

from the Department of
Energy’s Oak Ridge Institute of
Science and Education and the
study’s lead author.
“Our research finds
woodpeckers play a key role in
providing cavities that enable
occupancy and use of the
burned forest by other species.”
In the Sierra Nevada, Pat
Manley, PSW’s Conservation of
Biodiversity Program Manager,
said “Our results suggest that
retaining higher densities of
small diameter snags could
benefit the black-backed
woodpecker.”
The journal article detailing
the study’s findings is online at
https://bit.ly/2zXRE8b
The black-backed woodpecker, right,
is a burned forest specialist. Photo:
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.

